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Hebron School District and Building 
 
On June 19th, 1868, Edric and Hanna Huse of Chicago Illinois 

purchased a plot (legal description: SW ¼ of 6-2-2) within Jefferson County 
from the United States.  The Huses had it plated on September 14, 1869.  A 
portion of this plot, Block 11, was plated as school District 32 of Jefferson 
County. 
 
 The meeting to organize the school district was held on November 3, 
1870.  On April 3, 1871, another school meeting was held which allotted 
200 dollars for building funds, $200 for a teacher and $25 for supplies. 
  

The first school session beginning July 8, 1871 was only three months 
in length and was housed in a small frame wood 8’ X 10’ building.  Miss 
Wealthy Rawson was the teacher with 10 students: 2 from the Correll 
family, 2 from the Green’s, 2 from the Past’s, and 4 from the Rawson’s.  
Other children in the district lived at too great a distance to attend.  The 
district was seven miles wide by seventeen miles long and contained fifty-
three people. 
 
 In 1872 a schoolhouse was erected at a cost of $7,500.  It was a large 
two-story brick building with an enrollment of 30 students.  The school had 
been redistricted, becoming District 7 of Thayer County. 
 

There were two students in the first graduating class of District 7 in 
the spring of 1881, Mr. Charles S. Lobingier and Miss Lizzie Green.  Mr. 
Lobingier eventually became a well-known United States Judge.  His father 
was the Christian minister of Hebron and surrounding areas. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Hebron High School 1880   



 
In the mid 1880’s there was a sharp rise in the student population.  

Due to this increase, the community spent $6,318 in 1888, erecting a new 
high school.  Although the large brick building was 66’ X 86’ and three 
stories high, the attendance was only 63 students in its first year.  It was 
located at 930 Eads Avenue.  The original school at 5th and Lincoln was then 
used for elementary education.       
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     Hebron High School Building 1888 
     
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Hebron High School Building August 18, 1911 

Tornado Damage 
 



 
Hebron High School 

 
 

A tornado damaged the high school on August 18, 1911; the school 
board subsequently decided to rebuild in 1912, on the same site.  On the 
main level there were five classrooms.   The basement had two manual 
training rooms, a laboratory, and boy and girl restroom facilities.  The top 
floor included some classrooms, the superintendent’s office, and a large 
assembly room in the west portion of the building.     
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
        
 

Hebron High School rebuilt after the 1911 tornado 
    
 
The District 7 School Board saw the need for a gym to house sporting events 
and other functions.  They purchased the Hebron Incubating Company’s 
building in 1919 for $875; they moved the building to the corner of 4th and 
Jefferson and began remodeling it.  The Gymnasium was used for many 
years, but eventually a new gym located at the high school was needed.  

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Gymnasium 



 
Construction had just begun for the new gym when the May 10, 1953 

tornado demolished the high school and caused damage to the unfinished 
gym.  Work began again, and the gym was finished in time for the last four 
basketball games of the year, as well as the 1954 commencement. 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1953 Tornado damage to high school gym under construction 
 

The May 1953 tornado went through Hebron causing major damage, 
particularly to downtown, homes, and the high school.  A new one-story 
high school was reconstructed west of the new gym.   

    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Hebron Academy 
 

Until the new school was built, high school classes were held at the Hebron 
Academy which had closed.  There have been numerous changes to the high 
school throughout the years.   

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Hebron High School built after the 1953 tornado 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Hebron/ Thayer Central Community High School 2002 
 
 
 
 



 
Junior High Addition to 1954 High School Building 

 
On November 11, 1962 dedication ceremonies for the junior high addition to 
the high school and the new elementary school at Sixth and Jefferson were 
held.  The junior high addition consisted of four junior high classrooms for 
grades 7 and 8, a small reference library, toilets, lunchroom and kitchen 
expansion.   The building was occupied for the last two months of the 1961-
1962 school years.   

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Junior High Addition 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Junior High Entrance 
 

 



Industrial Tech Building 
 

A new industrial tech building was built in 1973-74. 
In 2005 the industrial tech building was remodeled; with an instrumental 
music room and shop and storage facilities sharing the same building. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Industrial Tech Building 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Hebron Elementary School 

 
 
The Hebron School again needed more room for students; thus a new 

elementary school was erected in 1909 on 5th Street, between Lincoln and 
Jefferson.  The old school was sold to the Correl family and used as the 
Hebron Journal office. 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                       The 1909 Lincoln Elementary     
 
 

 
This building had additional classrooms and a gym built next to it, 

joined by a walkway in 1962.  These classrooms held the primary grades. 
This was necessary because of surrounding districts merging with District 7, 
and an increase in student enrollment.  Overflow classes were held in Sacred 
Heart Parish until the addition was finished. 

 
 
 
        
 
 
 

 



 
 
Hebron Public School Primary Building 

 
 
 
The new elementary building located at Sixth and Jefferson provided 

five elementary classrooms and a multipurpose room.  The cost of the 8,491 
sq. ft. building was slightly over $12.00 per square foot. On November 11, 
1962 dedication ceremonies for the junior high addition to the high school 
and the new elementary school as Sixth and Jefferson were held. The 
elementary school’s new addition was ready for students August 29, 1962.  
This building currently houses kindergarten through second grade students 

 
 
 
 
 
   
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Hebron/Thayer Central Primary Building 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Hebron/Thayer Central Primary Building Entrance 
 



     
 
 

Hebron Public School Intermediate Building 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                  Hebron/Thayer Central Public School Intermediate Building   
 
On November 13, 1979 the Hebron Public School Intermediate 
Building was dedicated.  Built adjacent to the high school 
parking lot, the 35,000 sq. ft., the building cost $894,207, at 
approximately $25.00 per sq. ft.  The building currently houses 
third through sixth grade classes, contains the vocal music 
room, the elementary media center, and a gym. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 



 
Thayer Central Community School 

 
In 2001, Hebron Public School and Chester Hubbell Byron School  

Districts unified.  A new name and mascot were chosen by the high school 
student bodies of the two districts.   The school colors were changed from 
black and red to black and gold.  The new school mascot became the Titans. 
In 2004 the Thayer Central Community district merged, officially becoming 
Thayer Central Community Schools District # 85-0070 

A middle school was held at the Chester, Nebraska site, and housed 
grades sixth through eighth from 2002 to 2005.  After the middle school 
closed in 2005, sixth grade classes returned to the Intermediate Building and 
seventh and eighth grade classes were again held at the high School.  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

Excerpts from Hebron High School Publications 
 
 
 
 

Hebron High School Year Book 
 
 The first yearbook was published in 1925.  The foreword of this 
yearbook reads as follows: 
 

       The aim of the staff of the 1925 HeHi has been 
a sincere desire to present to the student body, the 
alumni and friends of the HEBRON HIGH 
SCHOOL, a thorough and artistic chronicle of the 
school year 1924-1925.   
       As the maiden edition of an annual 
necessitates much pioneering and conjecture, the 
staff heartily thanks every individual who so 
encouragingly offered assistance. 
 Especial acknowledgement is due Mr. 
Arthur Werner, whose artistic drawings have 
played a most important part in the success of this 
effort. 

 
This yearbook recorded the beginning of a vocational department in 

the school.   
 
 

The first school paper known as “The Tattler”, began November 5, 
1914.  The four-page publication started with $150 to be utilized for printing 
press, paper cutter, and other miscellaneous costs. 
 
An excerpt from the article “Hebron Wins” of “The Tattler” displays the 
school’s passion for sports: 

Hebron won an easy game from Fairmont last 
Friday on the Hebron gridiron.  It was Fairmont’s 
first game of the season and their lack of 
experience caused it to be one sided.  The game 



started with Hebron’s full line up, but the regulars 
were taken one by one from the field and seconds 
put in their places.  Finally, in order to win the 
game the scrubs were called from the side lines… 
The game ended with a score of 60 to 0. 

 
“The Tattler” lived up to its name, not only presenting articles recording 
sporting events, but also depicting other aspects of student life.  One such 
article reads, “One night of the past week Harry Lawless studied until 2 
o’clock in the morning.  Rather unusual but perhaps there was a reason”. 
 
The He-Hi Echo is the second newspaper of Hebron High School and was 
first published in the 1940’s. It contained news of current events of the 
school and student information.  It seemed to even surpass The Tattler in the 
amount of gossip within its pages. 
 
The Echo of May 15, 1949 called attention to the founding of the National 
Honor Society, and Hebron’s participation in the fledgling society.  Later, an 
interesting article of April 21, 1950 describes Hebron’s participation in the 
National Honor Society and the tenets upon which Hebron High School 
prides itself, stating: 

 
This organization, of which Hebron was last year 
a charter member, is intended to honor the most 
representative students of the school…. Judgment 
is made according to the four points of the 
Society—Scholarship, Character, Service, and 
Leadership. 
 

These publications cast light upon the importance Hebron has placed upon 
education and the great undertakings of the community to provide for the 
exchange of knowledge.   
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

1933 Article from the Hebron Journal  
 

 
 
 

BEAR SCHOOL BARES PLANS 
FOR FIRST BEAR MASCOT: 
“Jimmie” Mascot Arrives for His 
New Abode in Hebron 

 
 

The Bears Have It-The Hebron High School extended a very 
cordial welcome to a new student who enrolled with them on 
Wednesday morning.  The new pupil, Jimmie Bear, proved very 
interesting to the students, who shook hands with him to welcome him 
to their school life.  Immediately upon arrival from Fish Creek, 
Wisconsin, he found Coach Pallett and told him he would do 
everything he could to make winning teams for the He-Hi Bears.  He 
is a promising triple-threat football man for he makes lightning-like 
passes, runs good in an open field, and kicks the watering pan about 
his cage in real football fashion.  Mr. Schoulboe, at the Barnsdall 
Filling Station, is guardian and possessor of the new student and he 
promises that he will permit the He-Hi Bear to use him at the rallies 
and games.  Mr. Schoulboe will construct a new bungalow for Jimmie 
on the filling station site, where Jimmie will be at home on 
completion of this cage.  The High school plans to introduce him to 
the student body Friday morning, and he will make his first public 
appearance at the He-Hi football game with Edgar, September 29, on 
the athletic field.  Jimmie has a pronounced sweet-tooth and is very 
pleasing and good natured cub.  He weighs about 150 pounds.  
Everyone who sees him is requested to treat him with the utmost 
kindness and respect for only in that way can Jimmie become a nice 
pet for Mr. Schoulboe and a presentable mascot for the school.  The 
Hebron Journal registrar also stated that Bob Beck enjoyed playing 
with the bear when Bob was 2 ½ years old.-Hebron Journal Sept. 21, 
1933.  

 
Information and book compiled by Harriet Easton,  Photos by 
Betty(Easton)Meyer. 



Hebron High School Bear Mascot 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We have raised approximately $5,000 thus far to purchase the bronze statue, create the 
dedication plate, and to place it in the park.  We are working with the Park Committee 
and the City to determine how the configuration of the final placement.  
 
 
A Tribute To Hebron, Its People and Its Schools 
 
This statue of our school’s mascot, the Hebron Bear, is dedicated to our classmates and 
friends who made our time in school so memorable, to the teachers, coaches, school 
board volunteers and administrators who provided the invaluable guidance and 
motivation early in our lives, and to the local community and its citizens for providing 
such a wonderful education and place in which to grow up. This school and this 
community have proudly provided a quality education for nearly 3,500 of its children 
from 1871 thru 2000 as Hebron High School. We dedicate this statue in its honor and 
memory.  
 
Gratefully,  
The Alunmi of Hebron High School 


